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The final round of the Club Championships at 
Wodonga Golf Club have been cancelled due to the 
fallout from the COVID-19 pandemic.

Club Pro Gavin Vearing said at a committee 
meeting held on May 27 it was decided the 
championship would be cancelled and the results 
from round two would stand.

“Many factors were taken into account in 
making this decision, with the main factors being 
competitors availability to play the final round if a 
date was chosen later in the year, and the precedent 
from four years ago,’’ Vearing said.

“We are aware that there are pros and cons 
with whatever decision was made, but we believe 
this decision is the fairest outcome under the 
circumstances.’’

Vearing said competitors who paid to play in the 
championships would receive their next Saturday 
competition round at no charge. 

“Congratulations to Daniel Gill and Judy Langford 
on being Club Champions of Wodonga Golf Club for 
2020 and congratulations to all the other winners.’’ 

A presentation night will be arranged at a later 
date once the clubhouse re-opens and restrictions 
on the numbers of people who can attend are lifted.

 

Full Club Championship 2020 results as follows:

Men’s Club Champion - Daniel Gill (73, 69 = 142)

Ladies’ Club Champion - Judy Langford (80, 81 = 161)

Men’s B Grade Champion - Ken McQuilton (80, 81 = 161)

Men’s C Grade Champion - Mattias Larsson (90, 89 = 179)

Ladies B Grade Champion - Susan Wood (96, 96 = 192)

Ladies C Grade Champion - Chris Heinrich (103, 102 = 205)

Men’s Veteran’s Champion:  Owen Roberts (83, 76 - 159)

Men’s Super Veteran’s Champion: Noel Nicholas ((88, 86 = 174)

Men’s A Grade Net Winner: Steven Nusser - Hcp 8:  
(71, 70 = 141)

Men’s B Grade Net Winner: Stephen Bohun -  Hcp 11:  
(76, 70 = 146)

Men’s C Grade Net Winner: Daniel Sutton - Hcp 26:  
(72, 63 = 135)

Ladies A Grade Net Winner: Jo-anne Whitehead - Hcp 15:  
(75, 69 = 144)

Ladies B Grade Net Winner: Robyn Scholz - Hcp 19: 
(72, 72 = 144)

Ladies C Grade Net Winner: Chris Heinrich - Hcp 28:  
(75, 74 = 149)

Junior Champion: Jack McAuliffe (76, 77 = 153)

Junior Nett Winner: Connor Flavell - Hcp 5:   
(75, 72 = 147).

The Clubhouse Bar 
and Bistro has been 
re-opened to all 
members and their 
guests.

Dinner service will 
recommence this 
Thursday through to 
Saturday.

The Clubhouse will 
be following strict 
Covid 19 procedures 

as set out by 
the Government 
recommendations 
to ensure the safety 
of members as well 
as staff.

These guidelines 
include social 
distancing will only 
20 people allowed 
in each designated 
dining area of the 

Clubhouse with a 
maximum of six 
people to each 
table.

All alcoholic 
beverages must 
be consumed with 
a meal and while 
sitting at a table.

Bookings are 
essential by calling 
(02) 60591079.

Gill and Langford take out
shortened championships

Clubhouse Bar and Bistro reopens
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Veterans’ news

Welcome back to the wonderful world 
of golf. I think we all agree that it was 
a very long couple of months without 
it. 

On a bright note we were all able 
to catch up on those long-awaited 
jobs. I am sure everyone now has 
gardens that could beat the Botanical 
Gardens in Albury. I know from social 
media that we have completed lots 
of jigsaws, knitting, cooking, walking, 
bike riding and best of all some well-
earned rest. Now we are back with 
a vengeance and trying to find some 
form.

While we were away our new 
seat for the 16th tee arrived and I am 
sure you will all agree it is beautiful. 
In case you were not aware, the 
seat is made completely of recycled 
plastic so it should last forever and is 

environmentally friendly. The plaque 
for the back of the seat has arrived 
and being attached. We also have the 
first individual plaque with Cheryl 
Maddison’s name on it as she was the 
first lady to hit a hole in one after we 
announced the new hole in one seat.  
We thank Tony Smith and his team for 
the installation. 

We have revised the program of 
events going forward to accommodate 
some of the events we missed. I 
think the biggest disappointment for 
all of us was the fact that we had to 
cancel our two- day tournament “The 
Clubhouse Classic”, and unfortunately 
it cannot be rescheduled in this 
calendar year.  We will still be able to 
host our Bowl event, and this will now 
be on November 5. More news will be 
available closer to the event.

The program from the June 1 will 
stay as it was with other events added 
where possible. We have cancelled 
all of our Invitation Days for 2020 for 
obvious reasons.

All other changes to our calendar 
have been posted on Team App and 
are available for you all to print out if 
required.

We would like to send get well 
wishes to those who may be unwell. 
Our sincerest condolences to Marlene 
Tobin for the loss of her darling 
husband Tommy. 

Happy birthday to those who had 
birthdays for April and May, and 
upcoming in June.

See you round the greens.
- Di Bainbridge,  

Secretary.

Ladies news

Welcome back everyone to our magnificent and 
challenging golf course after a big break with a few very 
special rules.  

A special vote of appreciation must go to John 
Anderson and his staff, plus the fantastic work completed 
by some volunteers, in keeping and improving our course. 

Thank you Gavin and Jenny for using Team App to 
keep us informed of the latest developments from Golf 
Australia.  

We also appreciated being informed of Tom Tobin’s 
passing.  Our condolences to Marlene and family in this 
sad time.  We enjoyed Tom’s company and efforts in 
helping develop our club. 

I am sure you have all by now learnt of the COVID-19 
rules for golf.  I was extremely pleased to know that we 
could take a preferred lie if we got in a bunker.  I assumed 
the preferred lie was, like GUR, out of the bunker.  Not so 
... only 30cm placement in the bunker!!

Sadly our Cobram Barooga golf trip has been cancelled 
due to the pandemic but we may go again next year. 
Tim Triglone has asked if anyone wants a return of their 
deposit ($17) for Benalla to contact him or it will be kept 
for our next NEDVGA event. His contact number is 0447 
272 991.We are unsure when this will next be scheduled 
but will keep members informed when we know.

Results: May 13 Stableford 156 players
1st John Black 39 points, 2nd Chris Parr 39pts, 3rd 

Cameron McCormack 39ps
May 18 Veterans Medley Par 57 players
1st Kevin Holwell +6, 2nd Peter Surman +1, 3rd Michael 

McCrohan  0
May 25 Stableford 70 players
1st John Roberts 36pts,  2nd Robert Eyles 35pts,  3rd 

Peter Surman 35pts
- Des Malone

A short note from me to say a great 
big welcome back to everyone after 
the suspension of golf in Victoria for 
COVID 19. 

Looks like everybody survived the 
zombie apocalypse and is rearing to go 
by the size of the fields so far, and by 
the difficulty in trying to even get a tee 
time on the sheet.  

The two Saturday competitions 
so far since being back have seen in 
excess of 180 players each day, and it 
doesn’t look like slowing down with a 
full sheet for Saturday May 30 (at the 
time of writing).

There must’ve been plenty of back 

yard practice going on with some pret-
ty good scores and results so far. 

The best score since the resumption 
of play has been 43 points scored by 
Tony Smith, Mark Felmingham and 
Gerard Spence; well done boys.  

The Monthly Mug was well won by 
Bill Dean with a pretty handy score of 
+5. Special mention for Ben Robertson 
who had a hole-in-one at the 8th hole, 
fantastic stuff Benny!

A timely reminder that we’re not 
completely out of the viral woods yet, 
so make sure we all continue to adhere 
to the restrictions that are in place to 
keep us all safe while golfing. 

 Finally, a reminder for us all that 
our place in the field is directly behind 
the group in front, not in front of the 
group behind. 

With full fields we need to keep play 
moving at a reasonable pace to allow 
the later groups get in while it’s still 
light.  

I look forward to when restrictions 
ease to a point when we can get back 
into the Clubhouse for post round 
refreshments, comradery and presen-
tations.

All the best, good company and 
good golfing!

- Mark Evans

Men’s news
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Great to be back playing golf again

Welcome back members to Wodonga Golf Club. It is 
great to be back playing golf. 

While it has been disappointing not to be playing 
golf, we have come out of the COVID-19 pandemic in 
a much better situation than many other parts of the 
world. 

Thank you to all the members who supported the 
pro shop during the shutdown by purchasing golf balls 
through the Titleist Pro V1 promotion and the grip 
promotion. It all helps.

One of the challenges we are now facing with all the 
sporting clubs in the nearby area being closed, and 
the shorter daylight hours, is fitting everybody on the 
golf course on a Saturday. 

Unfortunately, this will continue to be a problem 
during the month of June. 

Once June 20 (shortest day of the year) passes we 
will start opening up more time slots for example 6:52 
and 1:08, 1:16.

As a reminder to members it is important that we 
do not become complacent and take for granted the 
relaxed restrictions. 

While we have no known cases of COVID-19 in 
the area, once people start travelling around and 
interacting with more people there is the chance 
somebody may pick up the virus. As we have all seen 
on TV it can quickly spread. If you have any flu-like 
symptoms, do not under any circumstances come to 
the golf course, even if it is a social hit by yourself.

It is a Golf Australia directive that there must be 
a booking process for all attendance at the club or 
facility. there should be no “roll up play”.  

Please use sanitiser when entering the pro shop
Please follow physical distancing guidelines in place
Bunkers are preferred lies (place in bunker within 

30cms, no nearer the hole). Please use your foot 
to smooth out foot marks etc before you leave the 
bunker.  

We will continue using the pool noodle at the base 
of the flags (they have been trimmed 1cm lower to 
stop balls rolling over the noodle and out of the hole) 

Please note there is no local rule in place at 
Wodonga Golf Club stating that if the ball hits the 
noodle it is deemed to be in the hole. The ball must 
come to rest in the hole to be deemed holed.

***
An additional local rule recently implemented due 

to recent rain is if you have mud on your ball, you may 
lift, clean and replace it in its original position. 

This is not a preferred lie rule. You must mark your 
ball before lifting it.

  With Wodonga  
  Golf Club pro  
  Gavin Vearing

A reminder that a maximum of two balls may be used 
on the golf course when practising. 

If you see another member or visitor hitting more 
than two balls at a time on the course, please call the 
pro shop and we will endeavour to come out to remind 
the member of the club policy.

***
Monday July 1 will be my three-year anniversary 

at Wodonga Golf Club and I am just in the process of 
signing for another three years. 

Thank you once again for your support over the past 
three years and I look forward to at least another three 
years at Wodonga.

***
Golf Tip for June
“It is not how well you putt, it is where you putt 

from” Dave Pelz
One of the quickest ways to improve your score is by 

improving your chipping. 
I remember watching last year’s British Open and one 

of the golf pros duffed his chip (yes golf pros still duff 
some shots) and Nick Faldo made a comment that he 
would watch his divot underneath the ball before he 
would look up. Give this simple tip a try the next time 
you go out to play. 

Do not try this tip with full swings unless you have a 
good chiropractor. 

***
Shop Special for June
Purchase a pair of golf shoes off the shoe clearance 

tables during the month of June and receive one dozen 
Callaway Diablo golf balls (or a sleeve of premium 
balls).

A recent example on the second hole of a golfer 
hitting more than two balls at a time from the fairway.


